
 

TERMONFECHIN PARISH 
Church of the Immaculate Conception & Church of the Assumption 

A Parish in the St Colmcille Pastoral Area 
 

 

Parochial House ~ Fr Paul Byrne PP VF Tel: 9822121 
 

St. Colmcille’s Pastoral Area Contacts: -   
Fr Paddy Rushe PP 086 8807470    Msgr Jim Carroll 041 -98 89335   Fr Martin McVeigh PP 041-982 2224 

 

Parish Office ~ Ann McEvoy (Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-1pm) Tel: 087-6486809 
Parish E-Mail ~ termonfechinparish@gmail.com  

 

Parish Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults Representatives ~ Gerry Campbell, Robert Quaile & Jenny Curtis 
Holy Cross Cemetery ~ Thomas Curtis Tel: 086 3227940 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT   
To enable parishioners to come together to discover, share, and celebrate the gifts of all, for the good of all,  

and so grow in faith for the glory of God.  

*All Masses will continue to be broadcast live via the internet  
on www.termonfechinparish.ie from the Oratory * 

   

 
 
 

       
No Weekday Masses this week 

 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED - REST IN PEACE   
Mary Hanna, (née O’Neill), Beaulieu • Sr Monica Laughlin, (former Principal Sacred Heart School)  

Sunday 27 December @ 11.30am ~  Patricia Corrigan • Patricia Mooney 

Prayer at the Crib 
Heavenly Father, as we wonder and hesitate to believe, like the shepherds of Bethlehem, fill our hearts  
with joy, as we recognise in this helpless babe the revelation of your love, a new radiant vision of your glory. 
Filled with wonder at the nearness of our God in Mary’s newborn child, may we now offer him our praise,  
worship and thanksgiving and give him the love and loyalty of our hearts. Amen 

Sunday 3 January @ 11.30am ~ 

CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

All Public Masses suspended until further notice  
 

Masses will be celebrated privately from the Oratory 
 and are broadcast via the Parish website at www.termonfechinparish.ie 

In the current emergency situation, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend Sunday Mass.  

(Please note that, in an emergency, Baptisms may be celebrated, please contact Fr Paul)  
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION IN YOUR HEART   
People can be reminded of the Catholic tradition of a spiritual communion in one’s heart. 
When we cannot attend Mass, we can still make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith  
in Christ and in His Presence in the Eucharist, and ask Him to unite Himself with us. The basic elements of an  
Act of Spiritual Communion are an Act of Faith; an Act of Love; a desire to receive Christ; and an invitation to  
Him to come into your heart.  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things,  and I desire to    

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive  You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
Monday’s Eucharistic Adoration in the church of the Immaculate Conception, will continue between 
7pm & 8pm via the internet only.    
 

Eucharistic Adoration from the oratory each Friday 11am– 6pm also via the internet only. 

mailto:termonfechinparish@eircom.net


NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE:                                             
Second Sunday after the Nativity  
Ecclesiasticus 24:1 - 2. 8 - 12 ▪ Psalm 147 ▪  
Paul 1: 3 - 6. 15 - 18 ▪ John 1 : 1 - 18 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL OUTREACH 
Need help? Remember, you are not alone. Call... 
1800 677777. Your call can be the beginning of solutions. 

BALSANTER - TEXT ALERT REMINDER  
086 2747474. Working together we will be safer.  

INTERNET BROADCASTING 
Mass and other services will be broadcast each day 
over the internet. The operator of the system is Fr. Paul 
Byrne PP VF, Parochial House, Termonfeckin. Tel       
041-9822121, to whom queries should be referred. 

YEAR OF REFLECTION AND PRAYER - PRAYER 
God our Father, We thank you for loving us, be our close friend, and guide us. 

May we show joy in everything we do, in our families, our school,  
our parish and throughout the diocese. 

Give us the courage to do what you want and share what we have with others. 
God our Father, trusting in Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, help us to know your will  

and when we are ready,  help us to do your work and show your love. 
St Patrick, St Brigid, St Malachy, St Oliver Plunkett pray for us always.  Amen 

 

A new website called ‘ armaghprays.com’  has been set up to help and guide us along the way, please pay it a visit. 
 

Almighty God and Father of Light, a child is born to us, a son is given to us.                               

Your church is filled with wonder at the nearness of her God.                                                          

Open our hearts to receive His life that our lives may be filled with His glory                 

and His peace, who lives and reigns for ever and ever....Amen . 

                 Our December Newsletters  
                   are kindly sponsored in  

                  Memory of Ina Kierans RIP.  

CREDIT UNION - CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 
REOPENS  Tuesday 29 December  10-12pm & Wednesday 
30  December @ 4-7pm 
NORMAL HOURS WEEK COMMENCING Monday 4 January. 

A Joint Christmas Message from the Archbishops of Armagh 
Archbishop Eamon Martin & Archbishop John McDowell 

  

‘So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in a manger.’ Luke chapter 2 verse 16 
There is an old prayer sometimes used around this time of year which talks about the time when Jesus Christ “came to 
visit us in great humility”. In one of Saint Paul’s letters, he talks about “Jesus not counting his equality with God     
something to be taken advantage of but taking the form of a servant ...” 
 

Could one of the positive consequences of this Christmas be that we have had to relearn how to approach it with     
humility and also how to celebrate it as servants of one another, rather than as lords of all we survey? For that is what 
we have been doing these past months. The face coverings and the empty streets have not been signs of fear and 
desolation. Instead, they are the evidences of love and of a resolve to secure the future. 
 

They say that Saint Francis created the first Christmas crib back in 1223 because he wanted to capture the humility of 
the incarnation.  When the time was right God humbled himself. He became part of his own creation in a particular 
way and in a particular place. His Mother was one of the “poor ones” who prayed daily in the Temple for the redemp-
tion of Israel. Palestine was an out of the way place and the “Holy Family” of Jesus, Mary and Joseph attracted little 
attention at the time. That was to be the pattern of his life. He ate his bread in quietness for thirty years, working at his 
father’s trade as the means whereby he was prepared by his Father for the public vocation had been laid out for him.  
 

Apart from the occasion of his finding in the temple, we have no words of his as he grew up in that workman’s family – 
perhaps he came to speak with such power because he had learned to love silence. 
 

He was not the citizen of a great Empire like Saint Paul, and throughout his life he held no office or position of religious 
dignity or civic standing. What has survived of his teaching is usually expressed in simple pictorial speech. Like most 
people of his time, he seems to have had little or no formal education, yet he was never at the mercy of the subtle 
question, and he was able to cut straight through the pedantry of the scribes. 
 

We are now celebrating the beginning of this life, quietly and perhaps still with some trepidation. We have had to con-
cede that we do not really understand the world and acknowledge that we cannot “manage it”. But Christmas is the 
time when we call to mind the coming into the world of God himself. And he came, not to manage it, but to redeem it. 
He came not to dominate it and to exploit if, but to serve it and to bring it to its intended fruition. 
He came and he lived (and died) in great humility as the servant of all. 


